
 
 

October 2, 2022, 4PM e Jay Friedman, conductor 
BRAHMS Piano Concerto No. 1  

Winston Choi, soloist 
TCHAIKOVSKY Symphony No. 2  

(This joyful symphony quotes folk melodies from Ukraine.)                                                           
 

December 11, 2022, 4PM e Jay Friedman, conductor 
SCHUMANN Piano Concerto  

Mio Nakamura, soloist 
GROESCH Symphony No. 3 (World Premiere) 

 
February 19, 2023, 4PM e Maurice Boyer, conductor 
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS Suite for Viola and Small Orchestra  

       Uli Widmaier, soloist 
       RAVEL Shéhérazade Song Cycle 

       Nathalie Colas, soprano 
HINDEMITH Trauermusik for Viola and Small Orchestra 

Uli Widmaier, soloist 
       VAUGHAN WILLIAMS Symphony No. 8  

 
e Monday, April 3, 2023, 7:30PM e 

Jay Friedman, music director 
M U S I C A L  R E V O L U T I O N A R I E S   

our SIXTH Symphony Center Concert! 
WAGNER Excepts from Lohengrin 

BERLIOZ Te Deum 
 

May 21, 2023, 4PM e Jay Friedman, conductor 
WAGNER Parsifal Prelude 

CONCERTO COMPETITION WINNER TBA 
SCHUMANN Symphony No. 1 (Spring) 
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Schedule an appointment today! Call 630-243-7398
or visit dulyhealthandcare.com/OakParkCare 

Oak Park |  1121 South Blvd. 

Our Duly providers partner with adults on Medicare 
to build a care plan around their unique goals. Our 
new Health and Care Center can help you discover 
your extraordinary potential.

True health
 is limitless.
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Music Director              BOARD OF  
Jay Kenneth Friedman            DIRECTORS  
 
Associate Conductor             President  
Maurice Boyer   David Leehey 

     
Chorus Director   Treasurer 
William Chin   Cheryl Flinn 
   
Concertmaster   Secretary  
John Gerson   Julie Tumma  

    
General Manager  Directors 
Beth Hoover Carole Benson 

Diane Doll 
Videography   Stacey Feuer  
Alex Groesch    Dan Harrison 
    Barb Hunt 
Website   Kristina Lee 
Caitlin Hillyard                 Judy Meredith 

Sil Pesavento 
Linda Sabuda              

   Sue Sentowski 
 
                      ADVISORY BOARD 
Catherine Adduci  Richard Rizzo 
Roy Benedek   Chatka Ruggiero 
Henry Fogel    Vicki Scaman 
Carl Grapentine   Eugene Wedoff 
Charles Hoskins  Peggy Wedoff 
Terry McIlroy   Jack Zimmerman 
 

We are always in need of volunteers and  
good ideas.  If you are able to supply either, 

please contact us! 
 Terry McIlroy   

  
   

P O Box 3564 
Oak Park, IL 60303-3564 
TheSymphonyOPRF@gmail.com 
708/218-2648           
SymphonyOPRF.org  
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           DIRECTORY 
Please SUPPORT the Businesses 

that SUPPORT us! 
And when you shop, please tell 
them where you saw their ad! 

Able Printing 9    Kagan & Gaines  Music Company 30   
Alioto's Fine Gifts  34    Klein, Thorpe & Jenkins, Attorneys at 35   
Alpine Foods 18    La Grange Pediatrics 34   
AmazonSmile 37    David Leehey, Board President 3    
Awards S/OP&RF has Won! 10    Little Gem Restaurant 34   
Bamboo Bodyworks 36    Steve Maxwell Drums 33   
Michael Becker Fine Violins 18    Maya Del Sol Restaurant 26   
Bein & Fushi Violins 28    Mirobolant Hair Salon 34   
Board of Directors 1    Mission Statement 24   
The Book Table 35    Northwest Eye Physicians 40   
Maurice Boyer, Associate 7    Oak Park & North Auto Service 32   
Butterfly Productions 14    Oak Park Bank (Wintrust) 22   
Byline Bank 22    Oak Park Festival Theatre 15   
CARS Donations 17    Oak Park Jewelers 17   
William Chin, Choir Director 39    Oak Park Piano 39   
City Voices Chorus 38    Oak Park-River Forest Comm 27   
Concerto Competition 23    P I N G ! 10   
Concordia University 6    Papaspiros Agora Greek Cuisine 30   
Conn-Selmer Musical Instruments 31    Paw'some Pearlies 25   
Create a Legacy of Music, Planned 24    Piano Forte Chicago, Inc. 11   
Michael J. Delaney, Executive 32    Prairie State Animal Hospital 22   
J. V. Discipio D.D.S. & Associates 22    Pro Musica Youth Chorus 29   
Adam Doe, State Farm 32    Reuter's Bakery 36   
Duly Health and Care C Riverside Garage 37   
Evanston Children's Choir 19    Rustico Mediterranean Restaurant 15   
The Eye Glass Shop 36    Smeltekop Instrument Repair 37   
Forest Asset Management C Spirito! Singers 27   
The Field School 29    Stelton Motors 30   
Forest Insurance Agency 26    Sue & Crew H2O, Dog Swimming 25   
Forest Park National Bank & Trust 33    Sue's Symphony Store 9    
Freddy's Pizza 11    Symphony Center Concert 20   
Jay Friedman, Music Director 4    Laurel Tempas, Flute Instruction 19   
Gaspero & Gaspero, Attorneys at 37    THANK YOU! 16   
Gasse School of Music 18    Todd and Holland Tea Merchants 19   
John Gerson, Concertmaster 28    Tower Chorale 8    

Hemmingway's Bistro  32    il Vicolo Trattoria  33   
History of the S/OP&RF 12    Susannah Weinberg, Therapist 15   
How to donate 3    Ad Book production by Able Printing 
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WILLIAM CHIN, Director of the Symphony Chorus, has been 
preparing choruses for the Symphony 
of Oak Park and River Forest since 
2003. He is also founder and director 
of City Voices, a community chorus 
based in Oak Park. Mr. Chin is the 
founder and artistic director of The 
Oriana Singers, a six-voice ensemble 
that has presented concerts nationally 
and internationally since 1979. He is 
Director of Music Ministries at First 
United Church of Oak Park, where he 
directs the Sanctuary Choir and 

started the Music At First concert series. Bill was Assistant Director of 
the Chicago Symphony Chorus and one of its singers for over twenty 
years, and Artistic Director of the Pro Musica Youth Chorus for 18 
years. 
 
Bill is active as a professional singer in the Chicago area and sings 
with Schola Antiqua of Chicago, and T
been involved in numerous recording sessions both as a singer and 
conductor, and conducts choral recordings sessions for GIA 
Publications. He has been on the adjunct faculty for both DePaul and 
Roosevelt Universities and is a recipient of a Joseph Jefferson Award.  

To learn about joining our Symphony Chorus, please contact David 
Leehey, S/OP&RF board president and member of the Symphony 
Chorus, DJLeehey@gmail.com.  
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WILLIAM CHIN, Director of the Symphony Chorus, has been 
preparing choruses for the Symphony 
of Oak Park and River Forest since 
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of City Voices, a community chorus 
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Oriana Singers, a six-voice ensemble 
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JAY FRIEDMAN, MUSIC DIRECTOR  
                                                                                                                                                                                     
Jay Friedman has been 
a member of the 
Chicago Symphony 
since 1962 and 
principal trombone 
since 1965.  Active as a 
conductor, he has been 
music director of the 
Symphony of Oak Park 
and River Forest since 
1995. 
                                                                                                                                                                          
In 1996, at the 
invitation of Daniel 
Barenboim, Friedman 
conducted the Civic Orchestra in Act 1 of WAGNER  in 
a performance the Chicago Sun-
in the past 30 year
chosen Conductor of the Year by the Illinois Council of Orchestras and 
also guided the orchestra to be chosen Community Orchestra of the 
Year in 2004, 2011, and 2018. Also in 2018, Jay was presented 

 Cultural Leadership Award! 
 

orchestras around the world, including the Hawaii Symphony in a   
national tour of the Hawaiian Islands.  In April 2005, he conducted 
three concerts with the Santa Cecilia Orchestra of Rome. In March 
2006, he conducted the Civic Orchestra of Chicago in a public 
master class of MAHLER Symphony No. 5 at Symphony Center, and 
in May 2007, he conducted the RAI orchestra in Italy with Daniel 
Barenboim as piano soloist. In 2012-13, Mr. Friedman guest 
conducted the Louisiana Philharmonic, Berlin Staatskapelle, and 
Zurich Opera. In June 2016, Mr. Friedman conducted the National 
Symphony of Mexico in BRUCKNER Symphony No. 4. In February 
2017, at the invitation of Riccardo Muti, he conducted the Civic 

 Ilya 
Mourometz. 
 
 

 
Maestro Friedman has led the Symphony and Chorus of Oak Park 

Symphony Center: 
 

 
2010  MAHLER Symphony No. 8 (Symphony of a Thousand) 
2012  BEETHOVEN Missa Solemnis 
2014  Dona Nobis Pacem, VAUGHAN WILLIAMS Fantasia on  
            a Theme of Thomas Tallis, and MOZART Requiem 
2016  MAHLER Symphony No. 2 (Resurrection) 
2018  BEETHOVEN Choral Fantasy and ORFF Carmina Burana 
 

Mr. Friedman conducted the Civic Orchestra of Chicago in SIBELIUS 
Lemminkainen Suite and WAGNER Lohengrin, Tristan, and Parsifal 
Suites in March of 2019. Two months later, Mr. Friedman was chosen 
by the members of the Chicago Symphony to conduct them in five 
concerts culminating in a performance of MAHLER Symphony No. 1 
at the Auditorium Theatre, Chicago.  

 
This upcoming April, we look forward to The 
performance at Symphony Center led by Music Director, Jay 
Friedman - WAGNER Excerpts from Lohengrin and BERLIOZ Te Deum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jay & his wife Gail have 
two Parson Russell Terriers, 
Ms. Roxie & Mr. Friedman,  
both of which can be seen in  
TV ads for Purina, AARP, 

LiftMaster, Value City 
Furniture, CDW, and 

upcoming holiday 
commercials for Starbucks  

and Toyota. 
 
 
 

!
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7177 W. Grand Ave, Chicago (773) 889-1

414Bakery

,
Reuter s

www.ReutersBakery.com
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Music has been a vibrant part of the Concordia University 
Chicago experience for more than 100 years. The 
University’s strong tradition lives on in bachelor’s and 
master’s-level degree programs, as well as through myriad 
vocal and instrumental performance ensembles. Music 
faculty are nationally recognized and highly respected 
in their field as professors and active practitioners. As an 
integral part of a liberal arts education, student ensembles 
are open to music majors and non-majors alike. The 
University band provides an opportunity for community 
members to take part in performances.

Each year, the music department presents approximately 
40 concerts and recitals to the public, including the 
popular Patriotic Pops Concert and Christmas Lessons 
and Carols services. The Center for Church Music provides 
comprehensive sacred music resources to students, parish 
musicians and the community.

CUCHICAGO.EDU/MUSIC

MusicBE     IMMERSED

35

Fierce, but Friendly. 
And Our Prices Don’t Bite Either.

Voted “Best Bookstore” in the Chicago Reader, 2010!

Fiercely Independent since 2003

1045 Lake Street • Oak Park 
708.386.9800 

Shop online: www.booktable.net
www.facebook.com/TheBookTable
www.twitter.com/TheBookTableOP

Mon-Sat 9am-9pm, Sun 11-6
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DINING HOURS
Tuesday - Thursday 5-10pm
Friday & Saturday 5-11pm

Sunday 5-9pm
Room Available for Private Functions

189 N. Marion, Oak Park, IL 
(1 block North of Lake & East of Harlem)

708.383.1551

Check Out Our New Venue

Encore!
by Liile Gem

A Live Music Venue
Dinner & Drinks Next Door

www.Encorelittlegem.com

7
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2022-2023, Season 37  

The Tower Chorale presents
HOLIDAY “What Sweeter Music” 
   Dec. 3, 2022 at 7:30 and Dec. 4, 2022 at 3:00
   Emmanuel Episcopal Church of LaGrange

CLASSICAL   Bruckner: “Mass in E Minor”
   Mar. 11, 2023 at 7:30 and Mar. 12, 2023 at 3:00
   Emmanuel Episcopal Church of LaGrange

POPS  Totally Tubular Tunes: 
 Radical Music of the ’80s 
   May 20, 2023 at 7:30 and May 21, 2023 at 3:00
   First United Methodist Church of LaGrange

FOR TICKETS: Visit www.towerchorale.org

2022-2023 Season  

Concerts

33

	

	Where	our	very	own	Principal	Trombone	Chris	Wood	is	Dr.	Wood!	
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 A Classic Bistro with American Influences 
 

Serving Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner &  
Champagne Sunday Brunch with Live Jazz 

     Hemmingway’s Bistro 
         211 N. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park, IL  

                (located in The Write Inn)  
www.hemmingwaysbistro.com                                    708.524.0806 
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Able Printing Service, Inc.
6837 West Stanley Avenue
Berwyn, Illinois 60402
T : 708.788.7115 
F : 708.788.7164
service@ableprinting.net

Able Printing Service is proud to sponsor  
the arts in our community.  Our thanks to 
The Symphony of Oak Park & River Forest 
for enriching our lives through music.
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AWARDS  
WE HAVE  

WON FROM  
THE ILLINOIS 

COUNCIL  
OF  

ORCHESTRAS: 
 
 
 

 
       2021 Community Relations of the Year 
       2020 Board President of the Year (David Leehey)  
       2019 Volunteer of the Year (Cheryl Flinn, Treasurer)  
       2018 Cultural Leadership Award (Jay Friedman)  
       2018 Community Orchestra of the Year  
       2018 General Manager of the Year (Beth Hoover)  
       2017 Conductor of the Year (Jay Friedman)  
       2013 Board President of the Year (David Leehey)  
       2011 Community Orchestra of the Year 
       2011 Conductor of the Year (Jay Friedman)  
       2004 Community Orchestra of the Year  
       2004 General Manager of the Year (Beth Hoover)  
       2002 Outstanding Community Relations  
       2001 Conductor of the Year (Jay Friedman)  
       1999 Special Events Awards  
       1998 Programming of the Year Award 
 
 

!
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A Brand of

For more information contact your local Bach authorized dealer.

conn-selmer.com

Chicago Symphony Orchestra 
Charlie Vernon  |  Michael Mulcahy  |  Jay Friedman

  Creating the  

   Classic  
BACH SOUND
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1600	South	61st	Avenue	

Cicero,	IL	60804	
	

Hours:	
Mon	-	Sat			10am	-	7pm	

	
(708)	863-9289	
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A BRIEF HISTORY   The Symphony of Oak Park & River Forest, one 
of the oldest community orchestras in the country, was founded 91 
years ago in October of 1931, by Oak Parker Gladys Welge.  Ms. 

Welge (1902 - 1976) was the assistant 
conductor of the Women's Symphony 
Orchestra of Chicago at a time when 
women were not even allowed to play in 
symphony orchestras.  She conducted six 
concerts of that orchestra in Grant Park 
and received excellent reviews.  The 
S/OP&RF orchestra has given concerts 
surviving upheavals such as the Great 
Depression, World War II, the rock and 
roll revolution, and changing tastes, 
mores, and the current pandemic. Our 
conductors through history: Gladys Welge, 1931-1954; Milton 
Preves, 1954-1966; Perry Crafton, 1966-1994; Jay Friedman, 
1995-present. 

During our 2021-
2022 season we 
celebrated our 
90th Anniversary! 
We held a logo 
contest and débuted the new logo, 

designed by Daniel Brandys. We also applauded Maestro 
Friedman’s 25th Anniversary, a year late due to C-19.   
 
Thanks to the professional collaboration and personal friendship of 
Jay Friedman and Riccardo Muti, the eminent music director of the 

Gladys Welge, 1931 1954 Milton 

29

�e Field School is a diverse, classical 
school that feeds the hearts and 
minds of children through rigorous 
study rooted in a Christ-centered 
environment. 

We exist to create opportunities for 
children of all backgrounds to be 
known and loved as they learn. 

Our community prioritizes seats 
for students who would not other-
wise have access to strong education 
options through a sliding scale for tu-
ition based on a family’s ability to pay.  
Financial partners play a critical role 
in making our mission and unique 
educational model possible.

thefieldschool.org/donate
partnerships@thefieldschool.org

535 N Parkside Ave
Chicago, IL 60644 

Give to support our students
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MEET OUR CONCERTMASTER  
 

 
 

JOHN GERSON (Concertmaster) is beginning 
his twelfth season with the Symphony of Oak 
Park and River Forest. After growing up in 
Naperville IL, he attended the Indiana 
University School of Music, graduating with his 
Bachelor of Music and a Performer Diploma in 
Violin Performance. He performed for seven 
seasons with the Fort Wayne (IN) Philharmonic 
Orchestra serving as Assistant Principal Second 
Violinist and Section Violinist. He has also 
performed with the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, 

the Eastern Music Festival Orchestra, the National Repertory Orchestra, 
and the Chicago Chamber Orchestra. Along with his performing, John 
works at Bein & Fushi where he sells fine string instruments and bows. His 
violin instructors include Henryk Kowalski, David Taylor, and Drew Lecher. 
John is also an experienced private instructor and taught at Olivet 
Nazarene University as an Adjunct Professor of Violin. Matthew Tolzmann  
                                                                                                                       Photography 
 
John Gerson has been a soloist with The S/OP&RF many times:  

BEETHOVEN Missa Solemnis (3/5/2012) 
MOZART Violin Concerto No. 5 (9/30/2012) 
VIVALDI Autumn from the Four Seasons (10/18/2015)  
BEETHOVEN Violin Concerto (11/22/2015)  
BACH Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 (12/10/2017)  
BRUCH Violin Concerto No. 1 (2/11/2018) 
MOZART Sinfonia Concertante for Violin and Viola (3/1/2020) 
RIMSKY-KORSAKOV Scheherazade (6/5/2022) 
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CSO, the orchestra has benefited greatly. On September 25, 2022, 
he worked with us for the 9th time!  Maestro Muti also attended our 
2015 performance of BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 9 and was 
favorably impressed.  Maestro Friedman has led the Symphony and 
Chorus of Oak Park & River Forest in five stellar performances at 
Chicago’s Symphony Center. Read about our upcoming performance 
there on the center pages. 
 
The Symphony believes in providing young people the opportunity 
to participate in the performance of live music. We continue to award 
young string interns a cash stipend.  

We hold an annual Youth Concerto Competition (see 
page 23 for more details) and we work with PING! 
(Providing Instruments for the Next Generation!) to 
provide private lessons, instruments, and tickets for their 
families to attend our concerts.  As always, we serve all 
youth by offering free admission to all students, 
elementary through college, to our River Forest concerts.  
 
Following our mission statement, the orchestra reaches out to the 
larger community by inviting the public to attend our 
open rehearsals, some led by Maestro Riccardo Muti; concerts in 
Austin, Elmwood Park, and Norridge, free alfresco concerts at 
Thursday Night Out in Downtown Oak Park; collaborations with the 
Park District of Oak Park (PDOP), ‘Music on the Patio’ and a ‘Pop-
Up Concert’, both at Cheney Mansion.  During the C-19 shut down, 
also with the help of the PDOP, we produced two on-line concert 
series, using Cheney Mansion (MUSIC BY THE NUMB3RS) and 
Pleasant Home (WINTER WARMTH) as our backdrops.  S/OP&RF 
also supports the community it loves by supporting local charities.   

The orchestra and the board of directors look forward with optimism 
to the challenges of the future, to continued music-making, artistic 
success, commitment to the community, providing an opportunity for 
cultural enrichment, and a chance for everyone in our local 
communities to share in the joy of music.  Please continue to support 
us through your donations and your attendance at our concerts! 

 
Former first violinist Elizabeth Rexford wrote A History of The Symphony of Oak Park & River Forest  

for the celebration of our 75th anniversary.  You can find it on our website, 
http://symphonyoprf.org/files/SOPRFHistory.pdf or we can mail you a copy while supplies last. 



14

BUTTERFLY PRODUCTIONS

commercials · advertisements · music videos · events

butterflyproductions.net
alex@butterflyproductions.net
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For 60 years we’ve connected 
philanthropic aspirations with local 
organizations and initiatives, changing 
lives for the better.

Turn your financial gift into a lasting 
legacy – starting today and for 
years to come. 

oprfcf.org

Creating a Legacy 
of Giving
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708 383 9000  I  forestinsured.com 

Forest Insurance proudly supports 
The Symphony of Oak Park River Forest
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We salute the Symphony of
Oak Park & River Forest, and the
patrons who support local arts!

oakparkfestival.com

Rustico

722 Lake Street

Oak Park, IL

(708) 448-7855

www.RusticoOakPark.com
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Thank you to 

all of our 

supporters! 

 

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

The Symphony of Oak Park & River Forest  
is partially funded by the Oak Park Area Arts Council, in 

partnership with the Village of Oak Park, the American Rescue 
Plan Act, the Illinois Arts Council Agency,  
and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
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Kristina	Lee,	Tooth	Fairy	
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The mission of The SYMPHONY of Oak Park & River 
Forest is three-fold:      
¥ To provide the opportunity for orchestral and vocal musicians 

to perform symphonic works together at the highest possible level 
of artistry;  

¥ To provide the opportunity for all of the members of our diverse 
local community to experience symphonic music in live 
performances of high quality; and  

¥ To foster the appreciation, understanding, and enjoyment of 
symphonic music by present and future generations. 
 

 

CREATE A LEGACY OF MUSIC 

Planned Giving   
We’ve been creating beautiful music for 
87 years and continue to expand 
programs that strengthen the cultural 
fabric of our community. Your estate gift 
can change lives! 

Make the Most of Your Generosity   
Please consider including The      

Symphony of Oak Park and River Forest in your estate plan by using the 
following language in your will or trust or on beneficiary-designation forms.  
“I leave (e.g. % of estate, $ amount, residue) to The Symphony of Oak Park and River 
Forest, PO Box 3564, Oak Park, IL 60303-3564, an Illinois nonprofit corporation 
Tax ID 36-6124647.” 

Taking Stock…  The Symphony of Oak Park and River Forest can now 
accept your gift of appreciated stock, which may offer you significant tax 
benefits while supporting the orchestra you love. 

Money-Smart RMDs The IRS allows retirees to transfer all or part of the 
annual Required Minimum Distribution to charity, allowing you to preserve 
your IRA’s tax advantages while supporting the orchestra you love.   

For more information, contact the orchestra’s treasurer,  
Cheryl Flinn, at 708/383-7819 or CFlinn234@hotmail.com. 
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Schedule Your Free Pick Up Today 
(855) 500-RIDE | SymphonyOPRF.org 

Support the efforts of The 
Symphony of Oak Park & 
River Forest by donating your 
vehicle today. 

Your donation will help fund 
the programs and services 
offered by the Symphony of 
Oak Park & River Forest.  

1. Contact us by phone  
or online 
 

2. Schedule your FREE  
pick up 
 

3. Receive a tax receipt for 
your generous donation 

We Accept All 
Vehicles –  

Not Just Cars! 
Cars | Trucks | RVs | Boats 

| Motorcycles | Farm 
Equipment | Airplanes 

A SHINOLA ORIGINAL. 
POWERED BY YOU.

THE RUNWELL AUTOMATIC

101 S MARION ST, OAK PARK, IL 60302   
 (708) 383-9695

 
OAKPARKJEWELERS.COM

45MM
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The Gasse School of Music
Develop Self-Expression through:

•  Instrumental Lessons, Ages 4 & up
•  Musikgarten – Fun Music Classes for young children, ages Birth to 7
•  College & Orchestral Audition Preparation
•  Chamber Music

Dr. Daniel Gasse, Director
Over 20 years experience

708-488-8117 • www.gassesm.com
7641 Polk St., Forest Park
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© 2022 Byline Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC.

Byline Bank is proud to  
sponsor The Symphony  

of Oak Park & River Forest.PrairieState
Animal Hospital

708. 524. 9720
909 S. Oak Park Ave.

Oak Park, IL 

Dr. Brancel
Providing Loving Care 

ForYour Pets For 25+Years

2018-2019 Symphony of OPRF Program

For questions about ad submitted, please 
contact Jeanne Peppler, 708-359-2171 or 
jpeppler@speakeasy.net
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www.evanstonchildrenschoir.org 

TODD-HOLLAND.COM
7311 MADISON ST, FOREST PARK

708.488.1136
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Berlioz wrote his Te Deum in 1849 and most writers on the composer 
consider it the best of his "monumental" works. Te Deum (from its 
incipit, Te deum laudamus  "Thee, O God, we praise") is 
a Latin Christian hymn composed in the 4th century.  Like the earlier 
and more famous Grande Messe des Morts, it is one of the works 
referred to by Berlioz in his Memoirs as "the enormous compositions 
which some critics have called architectural or monumental music." 
While the orchestral forces required for the Te Deum are not as 
titanic as those of the Requiem, the work calls for an organ that can 
compete on equal terms with the rest of the orchestra.   From Wikipedia, the 
free encyclopedia 
 
                                                                    

MUSICAL REVOLUTIONARIES     
 

220 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60604 
MONDAY, April 3, 2023, 7:30 PM 

 
 
 

WAGNER Excerpts from Lohengrin 
BERLIOZ Te Deum 

 
Jay Friedman, music director 

The Symphony of Oak Park & River Forest will be joined by  
Christian Ketter, tenor 

City Voices, William Chin, director 
 artistic director 

Pro Musica Youth Chorus, Laura Pinto, artistic director  
Schola Cantorum 

Spirito! Singers: Bravura, Ragazze, and Men of Spirito!, 
Carling FitzSimmons, artistic director 

Symphony of Oak Park & River Forest Chorus,  
William Chin, director  

Tower Chorale, Patrick Godon, director 
 
 

Tickets available after 3/1/2023  
from the CSO Box Office (312) 294-3000 

or from your favorite chorus or orchestra member. 
 

If you are interested in the joining the chorus for our  
Musical Revolutionaries Concert, please write 

TheSymphonyOPRF@gmail.com. 
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PLEASE JOIN US ON MONDAY, 4/3/2023, 7:30 PM 
for our sixth performance at SYMPHONY CENTER! 

WAGNER Excerpts from Lohengrin   ………………                 
Wilhelm Richard Wagner (1813 –1883) was a 
German Romantic composer, theatre director, and 
conductor who is chiefly known for his operas (or, as 
some of his mature works were later known, "music 
dramas"). His Ring Cycle of four operas (Das 
Rheingold, Die Walküre, Siegfried, and 
Götterdämmerung) took 26 years to complete. Unlike most opera 
composers, Wagner wrote both the libretto and the music for each 
of his stage works.  This opera of Wagner’s is like a fairy tale and 
it immediately became very popular. As a young boy, Wagner 
attended school in Dresden, Germany. He did not show aptitude in 
music and, in fact, his teacher said he would "torture the piano in a 
most abominable fashion." 

The action in Lohengrin takes place in the 10th century on the banks 
of the Scheldt River, near the town of Antwerp, in present-day 
Belgium. A knight in shining armor (the Grail Knight Lohengrin, son of 
the Grail King Parsifal) arrives on a swan-driven boat to rescue a 
damsel-in-distress (Elsa, the duchess of Brabant). His protection comes 
under the condition that she must never ask his name. If she violates 
this requirement, he will be forced to leave her. On the night of their 
wedding, Elsa is tricked into asking Lohengrin about the one thing he 
has forbidden: his identity. This leads to the knight returning to the 
land from where he came, but only after his swan has been 
transformed into Gottfried, Elsa’s long-lost brother.  Elsa dies from 
the grief of losing Lohengrin.  
 

BERLIOZ Te Deum     
French composer, critic, and conductor of the Romantic 
period, Louis-Hector Berlioz (1803-1869), known 
largely for his Symphonie Fantastique, the 
choral symphony Roméo et Juliette, and the dramatic 
piece La Damnation de Faust.  He took music lessons at 
home from a visiting teacher and played flute and 

guitar. By age 16, he wrote a song for voice and guitar that was 
later reused for his Symphonie Fantastique.  In 1821, Berlioz went to 
Paris to study medicine (like his father) but soon abandoned medicine 
for music.   

 
Berlioz wrote his Te Deum in 1849 and most writers on the composer 
consider it the best of his "monumental" works. Te Deum (from its 
incipit, Te deum laudamus  "Thee, O God, we praise") is 
a Latin Christian hymn composed in the 4th century.  Like the earlier 
and more famous Grande Messe des Morts, it is one of the works 
referred to by Berlioz in his Memoirs as "the enormous compositions 
which some critics have called architectural or monumental music." 
While the orchestral forces required for the Te Deum are not as 
titanic as those of the Requiem, the work calls for an organ that can 
compete on equal terms with the rest of the orchestra.   From Wikipedia, the 
free encyclopedia 
 
                                                                    

      MUSICAL REVOLUTIONARIES    
 

220 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago, IL 60604 
MONDAY, April 3, 2023, 7:30 PM 

 
 
 

WAGNER Excerpts from Lohengrin 
BERLIOZ Te Deum 

 
Jay Friedman, music director 

The Symphony of Oak Park & River Forest will be joined by  
Christian Ketter, tenor 

City Voices, William Chin, director 
Evanston Children’s Choir, Gary Geiger, artistic director 
Pro Musica Youth Chorus, Laura Pinto, artistic director  

Schola Cantorum of Concordia University, Maurice Boyer, director 
Spirito! Singers: Bravura, Ragazze, and Men of Spirito!, 

Carling FitzSimmons, artistic director 
Symphony of Oak Park & River Forest Chorus,  

William Chin, director  
Tower Chorale, Patrick Godon, director 

 
 

Tickets available after 3/1/2023  
from the CSO Box Office (312) 294-3000 

or from your favorite chorus or orchestra member. 
 

If you are interested in the joining the chorus for our  
Musical Revolutionaries Concert, please write 

TheSymphonyOPRF@gmail.com. 


